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How Are Things Going...  

Adoption and Occupancy Stats  

ARF Occupancy:  

Felines: 36 

Canines: - 9 

Adoptions to Date: 613  

Spay/Neuter: 2,763  

Cats: 1,613 

Dogs: 1,150 

December Adoptions: 2  

Dogsð Toby  

Catsð  Chrissy 

January Adoptions: 8  

Dogsð  

Catsð  Oliver, Eliza, Ellen 

Echo, Zoe, Saturn, Pluto, 
Porsche 

February Adoptions:  5  

Dogsð  Lola 

Catsð  Midas, Elliott, Ari, 
Neptune 
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The Furr-side Chat 

Spring 2009 

The Healing Power of Pets  

health, and prolong life.  
They help us unwind...a 
cuddle a day may keep the 
doctor away... Many eld-
erly and lonely individuals 
have discovered that pets 
satisfy their needs and 
enable them to hold on to 
the world of reality, of care, 
of human toil and sacrifice, 
and of intense emotional 
relationships.  Their self-
concept as worthwhile indi-
viduals is restored and 
even enhanced when they 
find that the pet they have 
been caring for loves them 
in return.ò 

 

   Pet Corner, nbci.com  

 ñMany researchers are 
finding that the most seri-
ous disease for older per-
sons is not cancer of heart 
diseaseðit's loneliness... 
Love is the most important 
health tonic we have and 
pets are one of natureôs 
best sources of loveé 

Dogs and cats help every-
one overcome the pain of 
loneliness by supplying 
companionship and affec-
tion.  Pets make you laugh 
and divert your mind from 
troubles...they broaden 
your circle of friends and 
encourage good health 
through exercise...pets can 
aid relaxation, lower oneôs 
blood pressure, promote 

Helping Animals in Need 
Ė Provide Care 

Ė Report Abuse and Neglect 

Ė Promote Spay and Neuter 

Ė Educate on Animal Welfare 

Ė Promote Adoption 

with ARFôs new rescue/
adoption sanctuary? 

V-E-R-Y  S-L-O-W-L-Y!!  

We hear this question on a 
daily basis.  We continue 
to search/apply for grants 
and ask for donations to-
wards our sanctuary.  How 
much do we need?  
Some time ago we were  
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quoted $1.5MM for our 
plans which will include 
3 years of operating ex-
penses.  We are consid-
ering planning a dog 
park to make current use 
of our property to raise 
awareness about ARF 
and encourage more 
donations towards our 
sanctuary.  What do 

you think?  Please send 
your comments to us at:   
arfok@sbcglobal.net 



 

 

Abandonment, cruelty and 
animal neglect in Okla-
homaé 

Animal abandonment and 
cruelty seem to be on the 
news nightly in our state.  
Puppies left to starve, and 
grown dogs begging on the 
side of the road, enrage 
people across Oklahoma. 

 

Many abandoned animals 
starve or become victims of 
wild animals and cars; oth-
ers become victims of hor-
rific cruelty.  Most Oklaho-
mans cannot imagine how 
this happens again and 
again. 

 

However, the sad truth be-
hind the numbers of home-
less pets is no mystery. 

 

A little known Oklahoma law 
states that only counties 
with populations EXCEED-
ING 200,000 may establish 
an animal shelter.  The law, 
or OK Title 4, Chapter 3, 
sec 43, spells cruelty and 
starvation for dogs and cats 
across our state. 

 

This means that individual 
towns within each county 
may establish an animal 
shelter, but the county may 
not.  Some counties have 
three or more ñdog poundsò 
in separate cities, but those 
pounds serve less than half 
the population of the county.  
Dogs are dropped off in 
towns at night in the hopes 
that they will be impounded, 
but many fall victim before 
they are found by a caring 
person or an animal control 
officer. 

 

Only three counties in Okla-
homa have populations ex- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ceeding 200,000, and none 

of them have a county-wide, 
unlimited access municipal 
animal shelter.  Vast areas 
of Oklahoma push home-
less dogs and cats out into 
the cold. 

T 74 of 77 counties are 

prohibited by the popu-
lation restriction from 
having animal control to 
pick-up unwanted ani-
mals or respond to ani-
mal needs, except for 
investigating charge-
able offenses of cruelty, 
neglect or abandon-
ment.  This means that 
a county may charge 
someone for animal 
abandonment, but the 
county may not pick up 
a stray animal which 
has obviously been 
abandoned. 

T Over 60% of Oklaho-

mans live in places that 
are not served by any 
open-access municipal 
animal shelter, resulting 
in animal abandonment 
and cruelty. 

T Fewer than 20% of ani-

mal shelters outside of 
large cities provide any 
refuge for homeless 
cats. 

T Many rural shelters fail 
to comply with the 1986 
Oklahoma Dog and Cat 
Sterilization Act.  Many 
shelters release dogs 
and cats intact and with 
no follow-up on the ster-
ilization of the animal.   

      Some have even allow- 

      ed breeders to take  

      dogs from the shelter. 

T Cities and towns in 

Oklahoma with popula-
tions under 10,000 are 
exempted from the hu-
mane euthanasia law 

        

 

 

 

 

      and many use shooting 

      as a method of killing 

      unwanted dogs.  Over 

      90% of our cities and 

      towns have populations 

      under 10,000. 

T In the 2008 general 

session of the Okla-
h o ma  l e g i s l a t u re , 
House Bill 3279 was 
introduced in order to 
eliminate the population 
restriction on municipal 
animal sheltering...it 
failed.  Letôs not let it 

happen again . 

 

Ask your representative how 
they voted on this important 
measure last year. 

 

Tell your representatives 
to take animal cruelty seri-
ously and take the first 
step to stop it:  allow safe 
refuge for homeless dogs 
and cats.  Eliminate the 
population restriction on 
animal sheltering during 

the 2009 session.  

 

To contact/find your state 

representative just go to:  

www.okhouse.gov/Membe

rs/MemberListing.aspx  

 

Oklahoma Humane  

Federation  
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Ever Wonder Why It Happens?  

THE FURR - SIDE CHAT 

Wish List  

Animal Rescue Founda-
tion is supported by dona-
tions. We are always in 
need of supplies. Follow-
ing is our ñWish Listò for 
Animal House: 

T Volunteers  

T Foster Homes for 

Dogs  

T Sanctuary Dona-

tions  

T Chicken Soup for the 
Cat Loversô Soul or 
Premium Edge Cat 
Food (available at Out-
lawôs Feed Store) 

T Dog Food (any kind) 

T Tidy Cat Litter box De-

odorizer 

T Clorox Wipes 

T Laundry Soap 

T Plastic Dog Houses 

(new or used) and 
straw. 

T Paper Towels 

T Batteries (C & D) 

T Country Vet Air Fresh-

ener (available at At-
woods) 

T Postage Stamps 

T Pet Toys 

T Dog Collars & Leashes 

T Ceramic Food Bowls 

(all sizes) 

T Cash, Checks, Visa or 
Mastercard are always 
welcome!!!! 

Donations are 

Tax Deductible  

 

 

Viewing our newsletter online can help ARF save printing/postage costs!  Please e-mail us 
at arfok@sbcglobal.net to provide your e-mail address.  You will be notified when our up-
dated newsletter is available for viewing 



 

 

Spay/neuter  

options  

ARFôs  $25 Spay/Neuter 
Coupons  (limited) available 
at area Vet Clinics  

$59 coupons available to 
be used at the Dewey Vet-
erinary Clinicðno dogs 
over 55# - contact 
WCSPCA, 336-1577 

G r e e n  C o u n t r y 
Spay/Neuter Assistance 
Program (GCSNAP) - low 
cost spay/neuter services 
for dogs and cats to qualify-
ing applicantsð call 333-
5974 or 336-1577 

Spay OK Clinic in Tulsa ð
low-income program.  Cats 
$ 3 0 ,  D o g s  $ 4 0 , 
www.spayok.org or call 
918-728-3144. 

 

 

 

ARF needs 

plastic do G 

HOUSES  

If you have a plastic dog 
house that is no longer being 
used, please call us at 766-
0991 so we can put it to 
good use!  There are many 
unfortunate dogs in our area 
that need help to survive the 
spring storms ahead.   We 
recycle plastic dog houses to 
provide shelter to dogs 
in need.  We also collect and 
distribute straw for dogs in 
need when available.  If you 
see a dog with no shelter, 
please report the situation 
to Animal Control at 918-
338-4001.  If you don't have 
a plastic dog house to do-
nate, but would like to do-
nate to our ARF Dog House 
program, please send your 
donation to ARF at P.O. Box 
3292, Bartlesville, OK  74006. 
with a "dog house" notation.  
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It was a bitterly cold and windy 
day in late October when two 
ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŀǘ !wCΩǎ 
backdoor.  The carriers were 
exposed to the harsh weather 
conditions without even a 
cover over them.  As the carri-
ers were brought inside and 
opened the true horror of the 
situation was revealed. 

 According to the note on the 
carriers, one contained a small 
gray spayed female Persian 
cat.  She was completely full of 
mats.  Trying to cut the mats 
away from her body was im-
possible since her skin was so 
deprived of oxygen that it 
would literally separate expos-
ing the raw flesh underneath. 

On closer inspection it was 
discovered that her claws had 
been unattended so that some 
of the nails had grown into the 
pads making walking very 
painful.  Most of her teeth 
were rotten and she cried 
every time her mouth was 
touched. The note also indi-
cated that she was 18 plus 
years old and her name was 
Violet.  

 

 

Three little kittens scared and 
cold, 

Two were tortis and one was 
gold; 

 

All are babies too young to 
roam, 

But yet they search for their 
forever home; 

 

 

 

 

 

Violet and Donnie  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The other carrier contained a 
neutered male gray short hair cat 
named Donnie.  He was at least 
twelve years old.  He was in bet-
ter shape than Violet, just cold 
and scared.  The decision was 
made to keep the cats at ARF 
since any other placement would 
surely mean their demise. 

Violet and Donnie were taken to 
the vet and tested for feline leu-
kemia.  Both were negative.  
Violet was completely shaved 
and her nails clipped, releasing 
the pressure on her pads.  She 
also had most of her teeth re-
moved.   

 

 

 

Dumped out like trash to face 
the city, 

And people walk by and have 
no pity; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then when all seemed lost and 
death was near,  

A gentle soul stopped and 
melted their fear; 

 

These senior citizens are now 
doing much better.  Violet 
loves her Zoom Groom (a rub-
ber massage brush) and will 
roll over on her back so that 
every part of her body can be 
massaged.  Donnie loves sit-
ting in laps and helping with 
whatever paperwork anyone is 
working on in the office. 

Thanks to the donations made 
to ARF, these cats were able to 
get the care and attention 
needed allowing them to live 
out their lives in peace and 
comfort. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To ARF she came to plead her 
case, 

And when ARF said ñyesò, a 
smile crossed her face; 

 

Finally abandonment and pain 
will be in their past, 

Replaced with a love that will 
always last. 

     

Donnie  

Violet  

Three Little Kittens  


